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Educational homogamy (henceforward homogamy) is also called positive educational assortative mating and 
is defined as the social phenomenon in which people of similar educational backgrounds tend to ma汀y each other. 
Studies of homogamy are important because the consequence of homogamy for society is an increase in inequality 
between the families where both spouses have high and both spouses have low educations. 
This thesis uses the example of China to propose a mechanism by which drastic social instability affects 
educational assortative mating by reducing the role of educational institutions as marriage markets. 
1 hypothesise that educational institutions are de facto marriage markets that foster homogamy. 1 also 
hypothesise that marriage to someone met there depends on timing. In this way, social factors that affect marriage 
timing or the availability of the marriage markets of educatonal institutions wi1 affect the degree of educational 
homogamy. 
In China, educational homogamy showed a drastic dec1ine during the Cultural Revolution (1966・ 1976). This 
dec1ine differs from the expectations of previous theories and remained unexplained so far. 





courses through forced re-allocation to the countryside by the sent-down policy, which sent urban youth to live in 
the rural areas, disrupting their marriage timings. This is behind the decline in educational homogamy in that era. 
This study analyses nation-wide survey data of 1996 and 2006 China. Statistical analysis techniques of log-
multiplicative analysis and event history analysis are employed. 
Overall, the causal mechanism that reduced educational homogamy in China during the Cultural Revolution 
is as shownn in figure 1. Below I will describe the empirical analysis supporting it. 
Log-multiplicative analysis shows that there was indeed a decline in homogamy during the Cultural 
Revolution, and event history analysis shows that people are less likely to marry homogamously as time since 
leaving school passes and at later ages. 
Another event history analysis shows that those who were sent down to the countryside delayed their 
marriage (i and ii). Because a similar event history analysis shows that the longer since leaving school, the less 
likely one is to marry someone met there (iii), the sent down youth was more likely to marry someone met outside 
of the school. The same event history analysis shows that people were less likely to marry spmeone met at school 
during the Cultural Revolution, and is the evidence of the effect of higher educational institutions being closed (iv 
and v). 
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vi Chapters 4 and 7 
Loss Educational Homogamy 
Figure 1. The Proposed Causal Mechanism 
Lastly, another log-multiplicative analysis shows that couples that met at school are more likely to have 
similar educational background than those who met in other places (vi), completing the causal chain. 
In conclusion, the delay in marriage caused by the sent-down policy and the shutting down of higher 
education led to more couples meting outside of educational institutions and consequently to less educational 
homogamy, as educational institutions as marriage markets foster homogamy. This adds to the knowledge of how 
educational homogamy is caused, and also provides an explanation for the Chinese trend of decline in educational 
homogamy during the Cultural Revolution. 
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第 l 章で本論文の目的を提示した後に、第 2 章では、先行研究の丹念なレビューを行い、中国におけ
る学歴同類婚の傾向を従来の研究が説明できていないことを示した。そして本論文で解明すべき 9 つの
問いを提示した。第 3 章では、本論文で用いるデータと方法を解説した。



















第 8 章では、第 4 章から第 7 章までで得られた知見を整合的にまとめ、文化大革命が学歴同類婚を減
少させたメカニズムの詳細な検討を行った。
本論文は従来の学歴同類婚研究の問題点を明らかにし、最先端の統計手法を用いて大規模調査データ
を分析することにより、上記の興味深い知見を得た。よって、本論文の提出者は、博士(文学)の学位
を授与されるに十分な資格を有するものと認められる。
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